True Repentance
I.
Read (2 Corinthians 7:10-11).  According to Paul, these are the evidences of repentance that he saw in the Corinthian believers' lives. 
A.
(v. 10) - "…sorrow according to the will of God…"  True repentance produces sorrow about ones sin.  But this sorrow is mourning over grieving God's heart by the sin, not sorrow over the consequences of the sin.  Our sin is always primarily against God (see Psalm 51:4).  

B.
(v.  11) - "…earnestness…"  Eagerly pursuing righteousness.  A hunger and thirst for righteous living.  According to (Matt. 5:6), those who hunger and thirst for righteousness will be blessed, and be satisfied.

C.
(v. 11) - "…vindication of yourselves…"  A desire to clear one's name of the stigma and stain of sin.  True repentance brings with it a desire to be utterly and visibly separated from sin.

D.
(v. 11) - "…indignation…"  This is a righteous anger at sin, a displeasure at the shame this sin has brought to the Lord's reputation.  

E.
(v. 11) - "…fear…"  This is a fear of God, a healthy fear of the One who hates sin and judges sin the lives of His people. See (1 Sam. 15:22-23).

F.
(v. 11) - "…longing…"  This is yearning to be restored to a right relationship with God and with anyone who has suffered from the consequences of your sin.

G.
(v. 11) - "…zeal…"  An intense love that hates anyone or anything that gets in the way of being rightly related to God and living in obedience to Him.

H.
(v. 11) - "…avenging of wrong…"  A repentant person wants to see justice done, no matter the cost.  The repentant no longer tries to protect himself, and wants to see righteousness done, no matter how much it costs him.

Is Your Repentance Genuine?

(2 Corinthians 7:10-11)

Characteristics of Worldly Sorrow (with Scriptural examples)
1.
It is self-focused; self-protective (Gen. 4:13)

2.
It doesn't primarily hate the sin; it hates the consequences of sin.

3.
It attempts to blame-shift (Gen. 3:12)

4.
It resents accountability.

5.
It is impatient; it demands to be trusted and restored immediately.

Characteristics of Godly Sorrow (with Scriptural examples)

1.
It is focused on God and other person; the well-being of others is its first priority.  (Phil. 2:3-4)

2.
It hates the sin itself; it accepts the consequences of the sin.

3.
It fully accepts responsibility.

4.
It seeks accountability (1 Cor. 10:12)

5.
It is patient; it allows lots of time.  

Homework

I.
Keep a journal for each day this week.  Each day, journal which of these characteristics of true repentance that you detect in your heart.  Thank the Lord for the evidences that are there, and ask Him to change your heart so that complete, true repentance is present.  Bring your journal with you to our next meeting.
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